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dnce the evils that its opponents prophesied.
He also urged the reduction of the tariff, gov-
ernment control of railroads, an income tax,
and the election of United States Senators by
the direct vote of the peopled3

The election resulted in "Weaver's defeat by a
vote of 18,817 to 21,874; but he received a larger
vote than any of the other fusion candidates for
Congress. In every county but one in the dis-
trict he polled more votes than were cast for
"both the Democratic and Populist party tickets,
using for comparative purposes the number of
votes received by the candidates of those
parties for Secretary of State. Weaver's hope
for seven fusion Congressmen proved wide of
the mark as the Eepublicans returned a solid
delegation of eleven. The contest attracted
national attention. The Review of Reviews
referred to his defeat as a "notable incident".
Mr. Samuel G-ompers wrote, expressing grati-
fication at his nomination because of his '' stur-
diness in advocating reforms in the interest of
labor and the masses generally". Eugene V.
Debs regretted his inability to help him in his
campaign; and declared himself "in hearty
accord with the People's Party and wish it and
you, as the veteran champion of all labor's
hosts, the greatest measure of success."294

After the election General Weaver was inter-
viewed and expressed himself freely concerning